A randomised trial of cyclophosphamide pretreatment ('priming') before short-duration chemotherapy for small cell lung carcinoma.
Forty-five patients with small cell anaplastic carcinoma of the bronchus were treated with four four-weekly courses of a combination of cyclophosphamide, vincristine and methotrexate. Randomisation was carried out to determine whether they received in addition 1 g/m2 of cyclophosphamide 1 week before the three-drug therapy. Patients with limited disease received radiotherapy after their chemotherapy. Myelosuppression was similar in the two groups, but the additional cyclophosphamide did not improve remission duration or survival. Confining the chemotherapy to four courses did not give shorter survival times to those reported in other studies.